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PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

BY JENA TESSE FOXHotel Fifty 
PORTLAND MIGHT NOT SEEM LIKE 
AN OBVIOUS DESTINATION FOR 

BUSINESS OR LEISURE TRAVEL, but 

Il may JUSt be coming into ilS own as a new 
hOl spot. And leading the way is the newest 

mcamation of Hotel Fifty (www.hotelfifty.com). 
a boutiquc hotel that has grown from a self­

described "mom-and-pop" place into one of the 
premier high-end hotels in the city. 

"The hotel was built in the late 19505," says 
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Debbie Young, Hotel Fifty's director of sales. "It 
was a cute little mom-and-pop hotel for quite a 
while. Then it was purchased by Starwood, and 
was a mid-scale hOlel, and then just recently, 
last faJl, it was purchased by ICoastal HOlCls)." 

Coastal, she says, is converting it into "an up­
scale, trendy hotel." 

A $7 million makeover of both the hotels 
interior and exterior is expected to end in the 
next few weeks. "We actually never closed," 
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Young says. "We worked through the renova­
tion floor by floor, which hasn't been easy. They 

redid all of the guest rooms, lobby, restaurant, 
everything." 

A grand reopening is schedulcd for Septem­
ber. One major aspect of the renovation was 
to bring the hotel in line with various green 
practices. "Reuse/renew is very big in Portland," 
Young says. "We're one of the greenest cities in 
the country." (According to a 2007 article on 

environmental website Grist.com, Portland is 
the second-greenest city in the entire world­
Reykjavik, Iceland, came in first) 

"It was very important to be able to reuse 

what we could in the hotel," Young says. "They 
reused the bathroom sinks, and they look 

brand new." In fact, environmentally concerned 
guests can easily get to the hOlel using public 
transportation: The local light rail comes 
directly from the airport to two stations near 

the hotel. 

Business, Pleasure...or Both 
Situated in downtown Portland, Hotel Fifty is 
ideal for both business and leisure travelers. 
"Its just a great location to have a nicer hotel," 
Young says. "The City demands it. We're sur­

rounded by businesses that want Itheir guests I 
to stay in a more upscale hotel with a good res­
taurant and have all the amenities a nice hOlel 

has, like room service and a nice 10ungeJbar." 
But for all its boutique aspects, she adds, the 

hotel is far from pretentious. Close to parks, 
museums and theaters (Portland is renowned 
for its theater and music scene), the hOlel is 

Simply "a nice, comfortable place to be," as 



the hotel. Young recommends that guests book Brewers Festival at the end of July. "We have up 

the River or Bridgeview rooms, which offer lO a hundred brewers across the street showing 

premium views. their wares," Young says, and then amends: "Or 

Several of the hotel's special deals appeal to letcing you taSte their wares." 

Young dcscnbes \to "We can fulfill the needs of different kinds of travelers: some offer speCial Agents should call 877-505-7220 and speak 
a business traveler who wants to have a high­ access to the local museums or the Ponland to Young to make reservations.• 
powered meeting and impress a cliem, btU we Zoo, and one offers tickets to the Japanese 
can also cater to a family with kids," she says. Garden and the Portland Classical Chinese 
Tn fact, Young suggests guests can combine Garden. In keeping with Ponlands fame for its 
their trips and bring families along to enjoy a microbreweries and brev,rpubs, Hotel Fifty also 
rela.xing weekend after a business meeting. At offers a package for attendees of the Oregon 

Victoria Clipper Round-trip Seanle	 Stay overnight in Vancouver and 
to Victoria from SUS pp/do	 get there via Amtrak· Cascades
 

from S166 pp/do
Victoria Clipper cruise with hotel
 
in Victoria from S1 43 pp/do
 KIDS STAY FREE 
KIDS FREE*	 with any overnight package 
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For reservations or brochures contact us at: 206-448·5000 • '-800-888-2535 •ClipperVacations.com 

Interested? Request #006. 
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VICTORIA
 VANCOUVER
 TWO NATION
 
TO URFrom ~arde or 

Vancouver. BC 

Includes 1Night in each city: 
Victoria, Vancouver, Clipper Cruise, 
Amtrak & more from $3 31 pp/do 

DAilY DEPARTURES FROM
 
DOWNTOWN SEATTLE
 
May thru September
 

from S6S-80pp KIDS FREE" 
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